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Sealing and Expunging of Criminal History Records Information

"Expunction of a criminal history record" means the court-ordered physical destruction or obliteration of a record or portion of a record by any criminal justice agency having custody thereof, or as prescribed by the court issuing the order, except that criminal history records in the custody of the department must be retained in all cases for purposes of evaluating subsequent requests by the subject of the record for sealing or expunction, or for purposes of recreating the record in the event an order to expunge is vacated by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

"Sealing of a criminal history record,” means the preservation of a record under such circumstances that it is secure and inaccessible to any person not having a legal right of access to the record or the information contained and preserved therein. 

The Circuit courts may only order sealing or expunction of a criminal history record pertaining to one arrest or one incident of alleged criminal activity. The court may, at its sole discretion, order the sealing or expunction of a criminal history record pertaining to more than one arrest if the additional arrests directly relate to the original arrest. If the court intends to order the sealing or expunction of records pertaining to such additional arrests, such intent must be specified in the petition order.

Charges That Cannot Be Sealed or Expunged

1. Assault

2. Battery

3. Carrying a concealed weapon

4. Unlawful use of destructive devices or bombs

5. Negligent treatment of children

6. Assault or battery on a law enforcement officer, a firefighter, or other specified officers

7. Open carrying of a weapon

8. Exposure of sexual organs

9. Unlawful possession of a firearm

10. Petit theft

11. Cruelty to animals

12. Arson

13. Unlawful possession or discharge of a weapon or firearm at a school-sponsored event or on school property 

14. Aggravated Assault

15. Aggravated Battery

16. Illegal use of explosives

17. Child abuse or Aggravated Child Abuse

18. Abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult, or aggravated abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult

19. Aircraft piracy

20. Kidnapping

21. Homicide

22. Manslaughter

23. Sexual Battery

24. Robbery

25. Carjacking

26. Lewd, lascivious, or indecent assault or act upon or in the presence of a child under the age of 16 years

27. Sexual activity with a child, who is 12 years of age or older but less than 18 years of age, by or at solicitation of a person in familial or custodial authority

28. Burglary of a dwelling

29. Stalking and Aggravated Stalking

30. Domestic Violence 

31. Home-invasion Robbery

32. Act of Terrorism

33. Sexual misconduct with developmentally disabled person and related offenses

34. Sexual misconduct with mental health patient and related offenses

35. Luring or enticing a child

36. Sexual Battery and related offenses

37. Procuring person under 18 for prostitution

38. Lewd or lascivious offenses committed upon or in the presence of persons less than 16 years of age

39. Florida Communication Fraud Act (Scheme to Defraud or Organized Fraud)

40. Lewd or lascivious offense upon or in presence of elderly person or disabled person

41. Sexual performance by a child

42. Offenses By Public Officers and Employees.

43. Showing, selling, etc., obscene literature to minor

44. Computer pornography

45. Selling or buying of minors

46. Trafficking in controlled substances

47. Sexual misconduct with mentally deficient or mentally ill defendant and related offenses

The above listed charges may not be sealed, without regard to whether adjudication was withheld, if the defendant was found guilty of or pled guilty or nolo contendere to the offense, or if the defendant, as a minor, was found to have committed or pled guilty or nolo contendere to committing the offense as a delinquent act.

For more information on Sealing or Expunging your Criminal History Records,


Contact Lendel Bright at the Pinellas County Urban League at 727-327-2081, ext 225 or


 come by our office at 333 31st Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713








